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Abstract

The Extent to Which Education Studies Textbooksfor the First Three
Grades|In Jordan Takeinto Account the Characteristics of Learners
By
Khaldoun Ibrahim Hussein Al-Dababi

Super visor
Dr. Mohammad Suleiman Jawar neh

Assistant Pr of essor

The primary purpose of the study was to investigate the extent to which socia
Education and nationa textbooks for the first three grades take into account the
characteristics of learners based on teachers' perceptions through content analysis.

To achieve such purpose, the researcher designed a questionnaire encompassing
53 items distributed over five dimensions as follow: physical growth, mental growth,
psychologica and emotional growth, socia growth, and cognitive growth. This
instrument was proved to be valid and reliable and was distributed to a random sample
of 160 teachers from public schools located in the second Directorate of Irbid for the
academic year 2010/2011. The instrument was also used for the purpose of content
analysis of the social Education and national textbooks for the first three grades.

Results of the study indicated that the dimension of the mental growth achieved

the first place with 24.4% while the dimension of the psychological and emotional
growth achieved the last place with 13.9%. Results of the study also showed, based on
teachers perceptions, that the socia studies and national textbooks takes into account
the characteristics of the learners with high and moderate degrees depending on the
statement and the dimension. To elaborate, the dimension of the physical growth was
first whereas the dimension of the mental growth was last. Further, the results indicate
that there were no statistical significant differences attributed to gender and grade on all
the dimensions. However, significant differences were detected on most dimensions
except for the psychologica and emotional dimensions based on academic
qualifications for the favor of graduate degrees. Also, significant differences were found
on all dimensions except for the physical and cognitive growth for the favor of (1-5)
years of experience.
Based on the results of the study, the researcher proposed the following
recommendations. (@) conducting training workshops to introduce authors of such
books to characteristics of the learners and the methodology of content analysis; (b)
bal ancing the developmental characteristics of learners when authoring social Education
and national textbooks for the first three grades; (¢) connecting the content of the social
Education and national textbooks for the first three grades with students' needs and
motivation.

Keywords: Socia Education textbooks, characteristics of learners, and first three
grades.
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